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CHARTER
OF THE CITY OF
SISTERSVILLE, WEST VIRGINIA

SECTION 1. CITY OF SISTERSVILLE INCORPORATED.

The inhabitants of so much of the county of Tyler as is within the bounds
prescribed by Section 2 of this Act, and their successors, shall be and remain, and
they are hereby made, a body politic and corporate, by the name of "The City of
Sistersville," and as such shall have perpetual succession and a common seal, and by
that name may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, purchase, lease and hold,
real estate, personal property, necessary to the purpose of said corporation.

SECTION 2. BOUNDARIES.

The corporate limits of said City shall hereafter be as follows: Beginning at a
point in the Ohio river, at low water mark, at the mouth of Forsyth's run, thence up
said run, with meanders thereof, 61.5 rods to a rock below falls; thence south two
degrees east, 73.3 rods to a stone in line between Shay and Woods; thence south 37
degrees and 55 minutes west, 82.6 rods to a stone in the line between McCoy heirs
and J.B. McCoy; thence with said line north 48 degrees and 16 minutes west, 28 rods
to a stone; thence south 42 degrees and 4 minutes west, 93.2 rods to a stone; thence
north 33 degrees and 11 minutes west, to the Ohio river, at low water mark; thence
up said river with the meanders thereof to the place of beginning.

SECTION 3. WARDS.

The territory of said City shall be divided as follows:

First Ward. Beginning at a point where the center of Charles Street
intersects the Ohio river at low water mark; thence southeast along the center of
Charles Street to the easterly line of said City of Sistersville; thence south 42
degrees and 4 minutes west, to a stone, being the stone at the southeasterly corner
of said City of Sistersville; thence south 33 degrees and 11 minutes west, to the
Ohio river, at low water mark; thence up the Ohio river with the meanders thereof
to the place of beginning.

Second Ward. Beginning at a point where the center of Wells Street
intersects the center of Charles Street, thence westerly along the center of Charles
Street to the Ohio river at low water mark; thence up the Ohio river with the
meanders thereof, to a point where the center of Hill Street intersects the Ohio
river, at low water mark; thence up the center of Hill Street northeasterly to where
the center of Wells Street intersects the center of Hill Street; thence southerly

along the center of Wells Street to the center of Charles Street, the place of
beginning.
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Third Ward, Beginning at a point where the center of Wells Street intersects
the center of Hill Street, thence easterly along the center of Hill Street and the
continuation thereof to Slaughter House run, and up Slaughter House run on the
southerly side thereof, to the easterly line of said City of Sist rsville; thence south
37 degrees and 55 minutes west, to a stone; thence north 48 degrees and 16 minutes
west, 28 poles to a stone; thence south 42 degrees and 4 minutes west, to the center
of Charles Street; thence westerly along the line of the center of Charles Street to
a point where the center of Wells Street intersects the center of Charles Street;
thence up Wells Street and along the center thereof to the center of Hill Street, the
place of beginning.

Fourth Ward. Beginning at a point where the center of ill Street intersects
the Ohio river, at low water mark, thence up the Ohio river with the meanders
thereof to a point, at low water mark, in the middle of the mquth of Forsyth's run;
thence along said run with the meanders thereof 61.5 rods tp a rock below falls;
thence south 2 degrees, east, 73.3 rods to a stone in the line between Shay and
Woods; thence south 37 degrees and 55 minutes west, to the southerly bank of
Slaughter House run; thence down Slaughter House run on the s utherly side thereof
and with the meanders thereof to the extension of Hill Street; thence down the
center of Hill Street to the Ohio river, at low water mark, the place of beginning.

Number Boundaries. The number and boundaries of wardyg of said City may be
changed by the Council thereof.

SECTION 4. COUNCIL; HOW FORMED; COMPENSATION.

The Municipal authorities of said City shall consist of|a Mayor and eight
Councilmen, who together shall form a common Council, and who shall receive such
compensation as the Council shall from time to time determine| and which shall not
be increased or diminished during their term of office.

SECTION 5. CORPORATE POWERS TO BE EXERCISED; BY WHOM.
All the corporate powers of said corporation shall bg exercised by said
Council or under their authority; except when otherwise provided.

SECTION 6. QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS.

The Mayor, Assessor and Councilmen, at the time of thdir election, shall be
freeholders in said City, and be entitled to vote for the member of the common
Council of said City, as residents and legal voters therein,

SECTION 7. OFFICERS.

There shall be a Chief of Police, City Attorney, Superintendent of Streets,
Commissioner of Water Works, City Physician, City Clerk and [reasurer, and City
Surveyor.

The City Attorney, City Physician, City Surveyor, and City Clerk and
Treasurer shall be appointed by the common Council, to hold thejr respective offices
for the term of one year from the first Monday in April of each year, beginning in
1960, and until their respective successors shall be appointed and qualified. The
City Clerk and Treasurer shall perform the duties and have the authority provided in
this Charter to be performed and had by the City Collector and Treasurer and by the
City Clerk. (Amended November 4, 1958.)
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SECTION 8. ELECTION AND TERM OF MAYOR.

On the fourth Thursday in March 1922, and on said day of each succeeding
second year thereafter, there shall be elected by the qualified voters of said City a
Mayor, who shall hold his office for two years and until his successor shall be
elected and qualified. (Amended November 4, 1958.)

SECTION 9. COUNCILMEN.

On the same day first mentioned in the preceding section, two members of
the Council shall be elected in each ward in said City, who shall reside in the ward
for which they are elected; and the candidate receiving the highest number of votes
shall be elected for two years, from the first Monday in April succeeding his
election, and the candidate receiving the next highest number of votes, shall be
elected for one year from the first Monday in April succeeding his election; and on
the same day of each succeeding year, one member of the Council shall be elected
in each ward in the City, whose term of office shall be two years from the first
Monday in April succeeding his election, and until his successor shall be elected and
qualified.

Each ward shall constitute an election precinct, and the Council shall
establish a voting place in each, and the election of Councilmen shall be by wards.
No voter shall be entitled to vote at any City election, except in the ward in which
he resides, and if any voter shall vote for any person for Councilman, who is not a
resident of the ward in which he is voted for, such vote or votes shall not be counted
for such person or persons. ‘

SECTION 10. VOTING.

Every male person residing in said City, shall be entitled to vote for all
officers elected under this Act, but no person who is a minor or of unsound mind, or
a pauper, or who is under conviction of treason, felony, or bribery in an election, or
who has not been a resident of this State for one year, and of the City of Sistersville
for six months, and is a bona fide resident of the ward in which he offers to vote;
and each voter shall be entitled to vote for only two Auditors.

SECTION 11. MODE OF VOTING.

In all elections by the people the mode of voting shall be by ballot; but the
voter shall be left free to vote by open, sealed or secret ballot as he may elect.

Municipal elections under this Charter amendment shall be conducted as
follows: Any person eligible to office may become a candidate and have his name
placed upon the ballot, upon his own motion, by filing with the City Recorder a
declaration of his candidacy and a certificate of his eligibility, duly acknowledged
by him, within sixty days next preceding the day of the election. Said declaration
and certificate shall be accompanied by an announcement fee as follows: If a
candidate for Mayor, the fee shall be twenty dollars ($20.00); if a candidate for
councilman, the fee shall be ten dollars ($10.00); and, if a candidate for any other
election office, the fee shall be ten dollars (310.00); which fee shall be paid to the
Recorder, who shall pay the same over to the Treasurer of the City. The names of
all candidates for elective offices of the City shall appear on one bailot at the
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election held on the fourth Thursday in March, 1960, and all |elections thereafter;
such ballot having a column, for each office to be filled at that election, one for
Mayor; one for any other elective office; and, one for each ward within the City;
and thereafter the ballot shail have a column for each office for the candidates to
be elected at such election, and the ballot shall be witholt party emblem or
designation. The whole number of ballots to be printed for thé election of Mayor,
one for any other elective office and councilmen, shall be divided by the greater
number of candidates for any one office and the quotient so obtained shall be the
number of ballots in each series of ballots to be printed.

The form of the declaration of candidacy and certificate of eligibility
of candidates shall be substantially as follows:

I, , hereby certify that I am a candidate
for the office of and desire my name printed on the official
bailot to be voted for at the city election to be held on the day
of , 19 ; that I am a qualified voter of the City of Sistersville,

county of Tyler, State or West Virginia; that I reside in ward No. , in said
City; and that my residence number is in said City; that I am eligible to
hold the said office; and that I am a candidate for said office in #ood faith.

Signature of candidate
Subscribe to and acknowledged before the undersigned quthority by
this day of . 19

Mayor, Recorder or notary public.

The names of candidates shall be arranged in alphabetical order in each
column, and the first series of ballots printed. The first name i the column shall he
placed last therein and the next series of ballots printed and this process shall be
repeated until each name in each column shall have been first.| These ballots shall
then be combined into tablets in the order of the series with o two of the same
_series together,

The ballot to be used for the election of officers shall be in the form as
follows:

Mayor Any other Councilman, Councilman Councilman Councilman
elective First Ward. = Second Ward. Third Ward. Fourth Ward.
office but

named specif-
ically.
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Vote for only one candidate in each column by putting a cross mark in the
square opposite the name of the candidate for whom you desire to vote. Do not
mark more than one candidate in each column. If you spoil this ballot, tear it across
and hand to the election officer in charge and he will give you another.

A valid ballot shall be one on which the voter has clearly expressed his choice
of one or more candidates. If a voter express the same choice for more than one
candidate in any column his vote, as to that column, shall be void.

The candidate in each column receiving the highest number of votes cast for
the office for which he is a candidate, indicated by such column, shall be declared
elected. During the counting of the votes all ballots or votes not counted shall be
marked by the election commissioners of each precinct with the words "not counted"”
written upon the ballot or opposite the vote not counted, together with a statement
with the reasons for not counting, and the total number of invalid ballots marked
thus and not counted shall be ascertained by them at the conclusion of the counting,
and be shown upon the precinct return certificate and subtracted from the total
number of ballots taken from the ballot box.

At least eight weeks before any City election the Mayor shall issue his
proclamation calling the same, which shall be published in one or more newspapers
published in said City for one week. At least fifteen days before the day of an
election the City Council shall prepare the ballots for such election, and shall select
three commissioners and two poll clerks for each voting place, and may provide for
a counting board for each voting place. The commissioners and poll clerks shall be
qualified voters of the City and have such other qualifications as provided by
general laws of the State for such officers at state, county, and district elections.
The Council shall, by ordinance, provide such additional regulations in conformity
with the provisions of this act and the general law of the State as are necessary for
the proper conduct of elections. Elections under this Act shall be conducted,
returned and the results thereof ascertained and declared in the manner prescribed
by the constitution and laws of the State, insofar as said laws are not inconsistent
with this Act, and all penalties prescribed by said laws of the State insofar as
consistent, shall be applicable unto this act.

The duties required by the clerk of the circuit and county courts under the
election laws of West Virginia, shall be performed by the Recorder of said City. The
duties required of commissioners of the county court under the provisions of said
laws shall be performed by the Council of said City. The duties required of the
sheriff under the provisions of said laws shall be performed by the Chief of Police of
said City, and the duties required of any constable under the provisions of said laws
shall be performed by any member of the police force, or member of the Council, of
said City. Whenever the word "county" appears in said laws, the same shall be taken
to refer to the City of Sistersville, and whenever the words "election precinct"
appears in said laws, the same shall be taken to refer to the election precinct or
precincts for the municipal election, and whenever the word "court house" shall
appear in said laws as designating the place of meeting of election officers, the
same shall be taken to refer to the Council chamber." (Amended November 4, 1958)
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SECTION 12. TIE VOTES.
Whenever two or more persons shall receive an equal| number of votes for
Councilman or other City officer, such tie shall be decided by the Council in being.

SECTION 13. CONTESTED ELECTIONS.

All contested elections shall be heard and decided by the common Council for
the time being; and the contest shall be made and conducted n the same manner as
provided for in contest for county and district officers; and|the common Council
shall conduct their proceedings in such cases, as nearly as pradticable, in conformity
with proceedings of the county court in such cases.

SECTION 14. VACANCIES. .

Whenever a vacancy shall occur, from any cause, in [the office of Mayor,
Councilman, City Collector and Treasurer, Chief of Polick, Superintendent of
Streets, Commissioner of Water Works, the Council for the time being, shall, by a
vote of the majority of those present, fill the vacancy until the next election, at
which time a successor to fill the unexpired term of such offi¢e, shall be elected by
the people, or be appointed by the Council.

SECTION 15. APPOINTIVE OFFICERS.

The Chief of Police, Superintendent of Streets, Commissioner of Water
Works, City Attorney, City Physician, and City Surveyor, shall be appointed by the
Council.

Authority of Council to Appoint Officers. The Council shall also have
authority to provide by ordinance for the appointment of such pther officers as shall
be necessary and proper to carry into full force any authority, power, capacity or
jurisdiction, which is or shall be vested in the said City, or in|the Council, or in the
Mayor, or any officer or body of officers, thereof, and to grant to the officers, so
appointed, the power necessary or proper for the purpose above|mentioned.

Duti f Offi : w__Defined: m ion. The Council shall, by
ordinance, define the dutes of all officers so appointed or ele¢ted as aforesaid, and
allow them reasonable compensation, which shall be by monthly salaries, and not
otherwise, except as to the collection to taxes, and which com ensation shall not be
increased or diminished during their term of office; and shall require and take from
all those whose duty it shall be to receive its funds, assets |or property, or have
charge of the same, such bonds, obligations or other writings| as they shall deem
necessary or proper to insure the faithful performance of their several duties.

Remova] From Office. All officers so appointed or elected, may be removed
from office for malfeasance, nonfeasance or misfeasance, by the Council, and,
unless their term of office be otherwise fixed by ordinance, they shall be considered
as holding their respective offices at the pleasure of the Council.

Powers of Chief of Police. The Chief of Police shall haye all powers, rights,
and privileges within the corporate limits of said City in regard to the arrest of
persons, the collection of claims, the execution and return of processes, that can be
legally exercised by a constable of a district within the same, anpd he and his sureties
shalil be liable to all fines, penalties and forfeitures, that a constable of a district is
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legally liable to, for any failure or dereliction in his said office; to be recovered in
the same manner and in the same courts that the said fines, penalties and
forfeitures are now recovered against such district constable. It shall be the duty of
the Collector and Treasurer, to collect City taxes, licenses, levies, assessments, and
such other City claims as are placed in his hands for collection, by the Council, and
may distrain and sell for State taxes; and he shall have, in all other respects, the
same powers as a Sheriff to enforce the payment and collection thereof.

Officers Must be Residents. Al officers appointed by the Council must be
residents of the City at the time of their appointment.

SECTION 16. BONDS; HOW PAYABLE.

All bonds, obligations or other writings, taken in pursuance of any provisions
of this Act, shall be made payable to "The City of Sistersville;" and the respective
persons, and their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns bound thereby, shall
be subject to the same proceedings on the said bond, obligation and other writing,
for enforcing the conditions of the terms thereof, by motion or otherwise, before
any court of record held in and for the county of Tyler, that collectors of county
levies and other sureties are or shall be subject to on their bonds, for enforcing the
payment of the county levies. '

SECTION 17. OFFICERS TO GIVE BONDS; OATH.

~ The Mayor and Council and all other officers provided for in this Act, shall
each, before entering upon the duties of their office, and within one week from the
date of their election or appointment, give the bond required from any office by
Section 15 of this Act, and take the oath prescribed by law for all officers of this
State, and make oath that they will truly, faithfully and impartially, to the best of
their ability, discharge the duties of their respective offices, so long as they
continue therein. -

Said oath or affirmation may be taken before any person authorized to

adxgigister ocaths, under the laws now in force, or before the Mayor or City Clerk of
said City.

SECTION 18. TERM OF QFFICE.

The Mayor shall enter upon the duties of his office on the first Monday of
April, 1922, and on said day of every second year thereafter, as soon as he is
qualified, and shall continue therein for a term of two years, or until his successor is
elected, or appointed, and qualified,
(Amended November 4, 1958)

SECTION 19. ELECTION OF PERSON INELIGIBLE.

If any person elected to the office of Mayor, Councilman, Collector and
Treasurer, Auditor, or City Clerk, shall not be eligible to such office, under the
provisions of this Act, or shall fail to qualify as herein required, the Council for the
time being, shall declare his said office vacant, and shall proceed to fill the vacancy
as required by this Act.
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SECTION 20. MAYOR.

The Mayor shall be the Chief Executive officer of the
care that the orders, by-laws, ordinances, acts and resolut
thereof, are faithfully executed. He shall be ex-officio a justic
the peace within the City; and shall, within the same, have, po
the powers and perform all the duties, vested by law in a ju
except that he shall have no jurisdiction in civil cases, or cay
out of corporate limits of the City.

Power to Issue Attachments.

He shall have the sa

City, and shall take
ions of the Council
b and conservator of
sess, and exercise all
stice of the peace,
ses of action arising

me power to issue

attachments in civil suits as a justice of his county has, though the cause of action

arose out of his City. But in such cases he shall have no power
said attachment shail be returnable to and be heard before
county.

Warrants, Etc.. to be Executed: Where, Any warrant or

by him, may be executed at any place in the county; he shall
police of the City, and may suspend any policeman for cause,
special police officers whenever he deems it necessary; and
especially to see that the peace and good order of the City are
persons and property therein are protected; and to this end he
and detention of all ritous and disorderly persons in the Cit
warrant therefor.

Power to Issue Executions. He shail have the power to

all fines, penalties and costs imposed by him, or he may reg

y

to try the same; but
some justice of his

other process issued
have control of the
and he may appoint
it shall be his duty
preserved, and that
may cause the arrest
. before issuing his

issue executions for
uire the immediate

payment thereof, and in default of such payment, he may ¢ommit the party in
default, to the jail of the county of Tyler, or other place of imprisonment in such
corporation, if there be one, until the fine or penalty and costs shall be paid; but the

term of imprisonment in such cases shall, not exceed thirty days

Appeal Allowed; When. And in all cases where a person in sentenced to

imprisonment, or to the payment of a fine of ten dollars ($10.

} or more (and in no

case shall a judgment for a fine of less than ten dollars ($10.90), be given by the
Mayor if the defendant, his agent or attorney object thereto), [such person shall be

allowed an appeal from such decision to the Circuit court of sai

Tyler county, upon

the execution of an appeal bond with surety deemed sufficient by the Mayor, in a

penalty double the amount of the fine and costs imposed
condition that the person proposing to appeal will perform and
which may be rendered against him by the Circuit court, on such

Papers, Efc., to be Delivered: to Whom. If such appeal be

of arrest (if there be any), the transcript of the judgment, the a
papers of the case, shall be forthwith delivered by the Mayor,
court; and the court shall proceed to try the case as
presentment, and render such judgment, including that of costs
evidence may require.

the Mayor, with
atisfy any judgment
appeal.

+ taken, the warrant
pbpeal bond and other
to the clerk of said
ipon indictment or
as the law and the
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Recommendations _by_Mayor. The Mayor shall, from time to time,
recommend to the Council such measures as he may deem needful to the welfare of
the City.

Expense of Imprisonment: How Paid. The expense of maintaining any person

committed to the jail of the county by him, except it be to answer an indictment, or
be under the provisions of Sections two hundred and twenty-seven and two hundred
and twenty-eight of chapter fifty, of the amended Code of this State, shall be paid
by the City.

Mayor ive Bond_Befor llecting Money. But the Mayor shall not
receive any money belonging to the State, or individual, unless he shall give the bond
and security required of a Justice of the Peace, by chapter fifty of the said Code,
and all the provisions of said chapter, relating to money received by justices, shall
apply as to like moneys received by the Mayor.

Mayor Pay Fin 1 : Whom: and When. The Mayor shall pay all
moneys received by him for fines, or by virtue of his of fice, belonging to the City to
the Collector and Treasurer of the City, within one week after he receives the same.

SECTION 21. CITY CLERK.

The City Clerk shall keep the journal of the proceedings of the Council and
have charge of and preserve the records of the City; and in the absence from the
City, or in the case of sickness or inability, of the Mayor, or during any vacancy in
_ the office of Mayor he shall perform the duties of Mayor which pertain to him as the
Chief Executive of said City, and be vested with all the power necessary for the
performance of such duties.

He shall be a conservator of the peace within the City.

SECTION 22. QUORUM.
The presence of a majority of the Council shall be necessary to make a
quorum for the transaction of business.

SECTION 23. MINUTES OF COUNCIL.

The Council shall cause to be kept by the Clerk in a well-bound book, to be
called the "minute book," an accurate record of all it proceedings, ordinances, acts,
orders and resolutions, and in another, to be called "ordinance book,"” accurate
copies of all general ordinances adopted by the Council; both of which shall be fully
indexed and open to the inspection of any one required to pay taxes to the City or
who may be otherwise interested.

Paper. Fil nd Preserved. All oaths and bond of officers in the City,
and all papers of the Council, shall be endorsed, filed and securely kept by the Clerk.

Record of Bonds. The bond of officers shall be recorded in a well-bound
book, to be called the "record of bonds."

Clerk's Duties. The Clerk shall perform all such other duties as may by
ordinance of the Council be prescribed.
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rinted copies of such
uncil and transcripts
the Clerk, under the
rht to be used in any

Ordinan ., Prima F All pr
ordinances, purporting to be published under authority of the Cc
of such ordinances, acts, orders and resolutions, certified by
seal of the City; shall be deemed prima facie correct, when soug
court or before any justice.

SECTION 24. READING OF MINUTES; RECORDING VOTES.
At each meeting of Council the proceedings of the last 1
and corrected, if erroneous, and signed by the presiding officer {
Upon the call of any member, the ayes and noes on 3
taken and recorded in the journal, and the roll shall be called alp

neeting shall be read
or the time being.
ny question shall be
habetically.

SECTION 25. VOTE OF MAYOR.
The Mayor shall have a vote only in case of a tie.

SECTION 26. COUNCIL MEETINGS.
The meeting of the Council shall be held at such placeq in said City, and at
such times, as they shall from time to time ordain and appgint; but it shall be
lawful for the Council, by ordinance, to vest in any officer off said City, or in any
member or number of members of their own body, the authority to call special
meetings; and it shall, by ordinance, prescribe the mode in which notice of such
meetings shail be given, and no business shall be transacted unless a majority of all
the members of which it then consists, shall be present, except that a less number
may compel the attendance of absent members, under such regsonable penalties as
they may think proper to impose; and all questions put except in such matters as are
hereinafter provided for, shall be decided by a majority of the members present.

SECTION 27. PAYMENT OF CITY FUNDS.

All moneys belonging to the City shall be paid over to the City Collector and
Treasurer; and no money shall be paid out by him, except as [the same shall have
been appropriated by the Council, and upon an order signed by the Mayor and City
Clerk, and not otherwise.

SECTION 28. POWERS OF COUNCIL. :

The Council of said City shall have power to lay off, [vacate, close, open,
alter, grade and keep in good repair the roads, streets, alleys, pavements, sidewalks,
cross walks, drains and gutters therein, for the use of the citizens or of the public,
and to improve and light the same, and to keep them free from gbstructions of every
kind; to regulate the width of the pavements and sidewalks on the streets and alleys,
and to order the pavements, sidewalks, foot ways, drain and gutters to be kept in

good order, free and clean, by the owner or occupants of t
adjacent thereto; to establish and regulate markets, prescribe
the same, provide suitable and convenient buildings theref
forestalling of such markets; to prevent injury or annoyance
individuals, from anything dangerous, offensive or unwholesa
regulate slaughterhouses, tan houses and soap factories within t
exercise of any unhealthy or offensive business, trade or empl
nuisances within the City limits, or to require and compel the ab

e real property next
the time of holding

br, and prevent the

to the public, or to
me; to prohibit and
City limits; or the
byment; to abate all
Atement or removal
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thereof, or at the expense of the persons causing the same, or by or at the expense
of the owner or occupant of the grounds on which they are placed or found; to cause
to be filled up, raised or drained, by or at the expense of the owner, any City lot or
tract of land covered or subjected to be covered by stagnant water, to prevent
horses, hogs, cattle, sheep or other animals, and fowls of all kinds, from going or
being at large in such City, and as one means of prevention, to provide for
impounding and confining such animals and fowls, and upon failure to reclaim, for
the sale thereof; to protect Places of divine worship, and preserve order in and about
the premises where and when such worship is held; to regulate the keeping of gun
powder and other inflammable or dangerous substances; to provide for the regular
building of houses or other structures, and for the making and maintaining of
division fences by the owners of adjoining premises, and for the proper draining of
City lots or other parcels of land by or at the expense of the owner or occupant
thereof; to provide against danger of damage by fire; to punish for assault and
batteries; to prohibit the keeping of or loitering in or visiting houses of ill-fame, or
loitering in saloons or upon the streets; to prevent lewd or lascivious conduct, the
sale or exhibition of indecent pictures or other representations; the desecration of
the Sabbath day, profane swearing the illegal sale of all intoxicating liquors,
mixtures and preparations, beer, ale, wine or drinks of a like nature; to protect the
persons of those residing or being within said City; to appoint when necessary or
advisable a police force, permanent or temporary, to assist the Chief of Police in
the discharge of his duties; to build or purchase, or lease and use as a suitable place
of imprisonment, within or near the said City, for the safe keeping or punishment of
persons charged with or convicted with violation of ordinances; to erect or authorize
or prohibit the erection of gas or water works within the City limits; to prevent
injury of such works, or the pollution of any gas or water used or intended to be used
by the public or by individuals; to provide for and regulate the weighing or
measuring of hay, coal, lumber or other articles sold or kept, or offered for sale
within said City, and to establish rates and charges for said weighing or measuring;
to regulate the running and speed of engines and cars within the said City; to create
by ordinance such committees and boards and delegate such authority thereto as
may be deemed necessary or advisable; to provide for the annual assessments of the
taxable property therein, including dogs kept in said City and regulate their running
at large, and to provide a revenue for the City for municipal purposes, and to
appropriate such revenue to its €xpenses, and generally, to take such measures as
may be deemed Necessary or advisable to protect the property, public and private,
within the City; to preserve and maintain peace, quiet and good order therein, and
to preserve and promote the heaith, safety, comfort and well being of the
inhabitants thereof.
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Ordinances; How Adopted and Enforced. The Council shall have authority to
pass all ordinances (not repugnant to the Constitution and lawf of the United States
and of this State), which shall be necessary or proper to carry into full effect and
power the authority, capacity and jurisdiction which is or shal} be granted or vested
in the said City, or in the Council, or in any officer or body of jofficers of said City;
to enforce any and all ordinances by reasonable fines and penalties, and by
imprisoning the offender or offenders, and upon failure to pay any fine or penalty
imposed, by compelling them to labor without compensation|on any of the public
works or improvements, undertaken or to be undertaken by said City, or to labor at
any work which the said City may lawfully employ labor n, at such a rate per
diem as the Council may fix, but not at a less rate than is fixed by said City Council
for like labor from other employees of said City, until any |fine or fines imposed
upon any such offender or offenders by said City, shall have been fully paid and
discharged, after deducting charges of support while in the cystody of the officers
of said City; and all ordinances relating to licenses and the salel of spirituous liquors,
malt liquors or wines, and the keeping of or dwelling or loitering in houses of iil
fame; and such police regulations as may be ordained for said City, and the right and
power to enforce the same shall extend one mile, in the State of West Virginia,
beyond the corporate limits of the City; provided, however, |that no fine shall be
imposed exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00) and thaf no person shall be
imprisoned or compelled to labor, as aforesaid, more than thirty days for any one
offense. And in all cases where a fine is imposed for an gmount exceeding ten
dollars ($10.00) or a person be imprisoned or compelled to labor as aforesaid, for a
term greater than ten days, an appeal may be taken from such decision upon the
same terms and conditions, that appeals are taken from the judgment of a justice of
this State. Such fines and penalties shall be imposed and recovered and such
imprisonment indicted by and under the judgment of the Mayor of the City or in
case of his absence or inability to act, by the Clerk of said (ity, or if he be unable
to act, then a member of the Council, to be appointed by the Council for that
purpose. The said City Council shall have full power and authority to change and
enlarge the corporate limits of said City in manner and |form and under the
provisions provided by chapter forty-seven, sections forty-eight and forty-nine of
the Code of West Virginia, edition of one thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine.

Additional Powers of Council: Water Works. In addition to the powers above
enumerared, the said City Council shall have power to improve, amplify and expand
the water works of said City, and to contract for an adequate supply of pure,
heaithful water for said City, and do all things necessary to gdequately supply said
City with pure, wholesome water; and provide, contract f¢r and construct and
adequate sewerage system for said City.

Licenses; Sole Power in Council rant or Refuse, When anything for
which a State license is required is to be done within the ]inrits of said City, the
Council may decide whether such license may be granted or not, and if granted it
shall be assessed and collected the same as if granted by the County court of Tyler
county; such license shall be issued in the manner and form provided by Sections ten
and eleven of chapter thirty-two, of the Code of West Virginia.| And the sole and
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exclusive power is vested in the said City Council to grant or refuse State licenses
within the limits of said City. When any such license as is hereinbefore mentioned,
is granted by said City Council, said City Council may impose a tax thereon for the
use of the City in conformity with the State law, and shall also require of the
licensee bond payable to said City in its corporate name, with good security; such
bond to be approved by said Council, and to be in the same penalty as required by
the State law. And said City Council may revoke such license.

Suit on Such Bond, And suits may be prosecuted and maintained on such
bond, as prescribed in section twenty—two of chapter thirty-two of the Code of West
Virginia, by the same person, in the same manner, and to the same extent as upon
the bonds mentioned in said section, and all the provisions of said section in relation
to the bonds therein mentioned shall be applicable to the bonds required by this
section.

Majority of Councilmen El N ary to _Grant License, No license to
sell brandy, whiskey, rum, gin, porter, ale, beer, or any other spirituous, vinous, or
malt liquor or drink of like nature shall be granted without the affirmative vote of
at least a majority of the Councilmen elected in said City, entered of record in each
case. No such license shall be granted until after the first election of Councilmen
under this Act. (Amended February 8, 1901.)

complaint, the summons, the return, the fact of appearance or non-appearance, the
defense, the hearing, the judgment, the costs, and in case the judgment be one of
conviction, the action taken to enforce the same. The record of each case shall be

kept together and preserved in his office; and the Mayor shall deliver to his
successor the docket and all books and papers pertaining to his office.

SECTION 30. ANNUAL ESTIMATE OF CHARGES.

The Council shall cause to be made up annually and spread upon its minute
book an accurate estimate of all sums which are or may become lawfully chargeable
against the City, and which ought to be paid within one year; and it shall order a
levy of so much as will in its Judgment be necessary to pay the same. Such levy

State and county taxes, including a poll tax of not more than one dollar ($1.00) upon
each male resident of said corporation over twenty-one Years of age; provided that

more newspapers of the City a statement of the revenue received from the different
sources, and of the expenditures upon the different accounts, for the preceding year
or portion of the year, as the case may be.
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SECTION 31. DUTIES OF ASSESSOR; ASSESSMENT OF PRO

It shall be the duty of the Assessor to make an asses
within the City subject to taxation, substantially in the mar
assessments are made by the Assessor of the county, and r
Council on or before the First Monday in August in each yes:
conferred by law on county Assessors. He shall list the numi
and the names of the persons owning the same, which list sl
Council (see chapter forty-seven, section forty-one, Code
order to aid said Council in ascertaining the said property 3
taxation by said City, the Assessor of said City shall have a
public records of Tyler County without expense to said City o]
also have the same powers and be subject to the same penal
assessing the property and subjects of taxation in said Ci
imposed upon the county Assessors throughout the State b
Council shall also have authority to prescribe by ordinanc
regulations as may be necessary, to enable and to require suc
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and properly assess all property and tithables, liable to be taxed by said City, so that
such assessment and taxation shall be uniform, and to enfdrce such ordinance by
reasonable fines and penalties; and the said City Assessor, in making his valuation
for assessment shall make the same valuation for both real and personal property as
the Assessor for said county for the same assessment year assessed by the County
Assessor. (Amended March 4, 1903)

SECTION 32. EXTENSION OF LEVY.

The Council, upon the return of the Assessor shall cause the said Assessor's
book to be correctly copied by the clerk into two well bound books to be provided
for the purpose, and the taxes extended in each book, one of which shall be delivered
to the City Collector and Treasurer, taking his receipt thergof, as well as for the

taxes therein contained.

SECTION 33. LIEN ON REAL ESTATE FOR TAXES, FINES,

There shall be a lien on real estate within said Ci
assessed thereon, and for all fines and penalties assessed t
owners thereof by the authorities of such City from the
assessed or imposed which shall have priority over all other 1i
taxes due the State and county; and which may be enforced
same manner provided by law for the enforcement of the lie
any real estate within said City be returned delinquent for the
due thereon, a copy of such delinquent list may be certified
Auditor, and the same may be sold for City taxes, interest an
in the same manner, at the same time and by the same off
sold for State taxes.

SECTION 34. COLLECTION, OF TAXES.

It shall be the duty of the City Collector and Treasu
copies are completed, to receive one copy thereof, receipting
same and for the taxes therein extended, and it shall be his
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October of the year, and he shall in said books write the word "paid" opposite the
name of the person so paying, and shall also receipt to such taxpayer for the tax so
paid. He shall also receive such other moneys of the City as he is authorized by this
chapter to receive, and all moneys ordered paid him by the Council, giving receipts
therefor to the parties paying, and shall keep an accurate account of the same; and
his books shall at all times be open for inspection to any taxpayer of the City, and
he shall produce said books to said Council for inspection at any meeting thereof
upon the order of the Council. He shall pay out the moneys in his hands upon the
orders of the Council signed by the Mayor and the City Clerk.

He shall on or before the tenth day of January of each year present to the
Council a full, complete and detailed statement of all moneys with which he is
chargeable or that have been received by him up to the first day of January of that
year, and shall at the same time, in like manner, furnish a statement of all
disbursements made by him during such previous year, with vouchers evidencing the
same. He shall upon the order of the Council at any time, submit a statement of the
amount with which he is chargeable and his collections and disbursements. He shall
receive all taxes upon licenses, and receipt to the party paying the same by the
endorsement upon the permit granted by order of the Council, which permit shail be
furnished him by the clerk, and charge himself with the amount so received, and
report to the Council at its next regular meeting thereafter the amount so received
by him. He shall upon all moneys coming into his hands as such treasurer, and duly
paid out or turned over by him upon order of Council, receive as compensation
therefor a sum to be fixed by the Council, not exceeding five percent (5%} on the
amount collected. He shall, upon the expiration of his term of office, turn over to
the Council all moneys, books and other property in his possession belonging to said
City; and shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, execute a bond with
good security payable to the City of Sistersville, in the penalty of not less than ten
thousand dollars ($10,000), conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of
his office, and for the accounting for and paying as required by law all money which
may come into his hands by virtue of his office. He shall be chargeable with all City
taxes, levies and assessments and money of the City that may come into his hands,
and shall account therefor. (Amended March 4, 1903)

SECTION 35. LICENSE; HOW OBTAINED.

The Council shall prescribe by ordinance, the manner in which license of all
kinds shall be applied for and granted, and it shall require the payment of the tax
thereon before delivery to the person applying therefor.

SECTION 36. GENERAL LAW GOVERNING LICENSES.

The provisions of the twenty-ninth section of chapter thirty-two, of the Code
of West Virginia, relating to State licenses shall be deemed applicable to licenses of
a similar character to those therein mentioned, when granted by or under the
authority of the Council of said City. Licenses for the keeping of dogs shall expire
on the thirtieth day of April next after they are granted; and all other licenses may
be for such time as the Council may determine.
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SECTION 37. EMINENT DOMAIN.

The Council shall have the right to institute proceedin
City for the condemnation of real estate for streets, alleys,
city prison or other work or purpose of public utility. Su
conform to the provisions of chapter forty-two of the Code
the expenses thereof shall be borne by the City.

SECTION 38. ACTS REPEALED.

All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this Act are
this Act shall not be construed to repeal, change or modify a
inconsistent with this Act, authorizing the City of Sistersville
to borrow money, or to take away any of the powers conferrg
Sistersville or upon the Mayor or Council, or any of the o
general law, except so far as the same may be inconsistent wi
conferred. -

SECTION 39. VOTING PLACES; HOW ESTABLISHED.

The Council in being, at the time this Act shall take effd
provide places for voting in the several wards in said City, as |

the election herein provided for to be held in said City, and
officers thereof; and shall pass all proper ordinances and order
force and effect.

SECTION 40. CITY SUCCEEDS TO RIGHTS AND LIABILI]

SISTERSVILLE.

The said City shall succeed to all rights, powers and re

Town of Sistersville, and all officers of said Town acting as
Act takes effect, shall continue until the first Monday of April
hundred and ninety-nine and until their successor, the officers
elected or appointed, and qualified, to exercise the powers, per]
receive the compensation heretofore conferred, prescribed an
charter, by general law, or by the ordinance of said Town. Such
at the time referred to shall continue to h
ordinances of the City

of Sistersville, until amended, repealed
Council of said City.
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